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It must be added, however, that the consequences of the triumph of
Hitlerism in Germany are likewise hardly possible to understand
without bearing in mind, all the time, that these two elements which
are theoretically distinct were in practice interlocked with one
another; for it was their interlocking and interaction that gave
Hitlerism its demonic force. It is possible, and even probable, that
the pagan worship of a parochial community would not have been
carried to these extreme lengths in the Western World at this date
if one of the great nations of the Western World had not been thrown
into a mood of peculiar receptivity to such emotions and ideas in
consequence of the penalization to which she had been subjected in
the Peace Settlement of 1919-20. It is likewise possible and probable
that the inevitable recovery of Germany from the passing effects of
military defeat would not have declared itself in so violent and
intemperate and aggressive a form of self-assertion as Hitlerism
appeared to be, if it had not found, and adopted, an 'ideology' and
a faith which already had a long histoiy behind them before Herr
Hitler embraced them and took them for his own and expressed them
in terms of a crude theory of 'Race' and introduced them, in this
peptonized form, to the German lower middle class.
The eventual recovery, by Germany, of her momentarily forfeited
status of a Great Power might have been predicted, on inference from
the past, by any student of modern Western history; and if he had
merely taken the latest example of the phenomenon and mechanically
calculated the date of Germany's coming recovery after 1918 on the
analogy of the recovery of France after 1815, he would have found
himself less than one year out in his rough-and-ready reckoning.
The post-war recuperation of France after the General War of 1792-
1815 declared itself when the Bourbon Restoration was supplanted
by the Orleanist regime of Louis Philippe through the Revolution of
July 1830, in the fifteenth year after the decisive military defeat of
Napoleon at Waterloo. The post-war recuperation of Germany after
the General War of 1914-18 declared itself in the fifteenth year after
the capitulation of the Prussian General Staff in the Armistice of
the llth November, 1918, when the parliamentary democratic
'Weimar System3 was supplanted by the National-Socialist 'Third
Reich' through the German Revolution of 1933.
In 1830, as in 1933, the convulsive movements, in which, the lately
prostrate titan was making it manifest that his * national life5 was
'being revitalized',1 produced a flutter of nervous apprehension or
1 Mr. Eamsay MacDonald in the House of Commons at Westminster. 23rd
March, 1933.